
Science in art conservation and 
education: the role of analysis in 
understanding and treating paintings



Conservation aims to stabilise a 

painting in its present condition

If we conserve anything and it is 

unstable then we need to understand 

its present condition
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UV
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Recent photograpy

Fading and 

color 

alteration

Old Ektachrome color slide 
from the Beyeler archives

Picasso: Sketch for Les Demoiselles d'Avignon



Different 

photoluminescence 

emission of the 

altered yellow paint 

with respect to the 

preserved paint
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